Illustrate the Text
A
Apply the Text
A. We must turn away from Christians that live the carnal existence of the last days (II Tim 3:1-5).
1. Every one is a Christian in America, right? Wrong! American Christians are belly worshippers. 2. Every one wants to be a Christian, but you will discover otherwise when you demand the Bible. anything less than that is consuming your time and communicating earthly things with appeal. 2. Anne of Green Gables is not wholesome, for it does not teach any spiritual qualities of Christ:
whitewashing and sanitizing a Godless view of life may be more deceptive than overt wickedness, for the conscience is set at ease and godly watchfulness is compromised foolishly. 3. The Hardy Boys are spiritually dead pagan. Though they wear clothes and drives cars in their pursuit of "bad guys," they are not superior in any meaningful way to young naked Aborigines using boomerangs to fight evil spirits in Australia. Think critically in light of the Word of God. 4. "Apollo 13" and other such "wholesome" movies as a steady diet without correction will destroy the vitality of a child of God. You cannot watch this stuff and be spiritually minded, without sober efforts to counter it, for it is entirely and devotedly carnally minded. 5. Your flesh will gorge on the earthly diet and get strong and vicious, and your new man will be offended, weakened, and grieved. Satan will rejoice, as you foolishly slide down the slippery slope to eat the fruit he and they prepared for you as an enticement to betray true godliness. D. Are we being too strict? Of course, the world, your flesh, and the lying devil will say that we are! 1. But we are not too strict when being earthly minded is to be an enemy of Christ (Phil 3:18-19)! 2. This text also calls carnal Christians belly worshippers and forecasts destruction as their future! 3. Not when the time past of our lives should suffice in sinful living (I Pet 4:1-5; II Pet 2:21-22). 4. Not when you will give an account for things done in your body (Eccl 12:13-14; II Cor 5:9-10). 5. Not when God pounded Israel repeatedly as an example to us to be strict (I Cor 10:6-11).
